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Bi-National Consultation on RCIA in

Multi-Parish Communities—An Invitation!
Jim Schellman, Executive Director

Many of you
know that Forum
is focusing on
the challenges
and opportuni-
ties in imple-
menting the Rize
of Christian
Initiation of
Adults in parish

communities that

[y

Jim Schellman

have linked, clus-

tered, or merged
in some way in
the last few years. These are formerly dis-
tinct parishes that have become more
closely related to one another and in a
variety of configurations. The most com-
prehensive term for these varieties seems
to be “multi-parish communities.”

First Consultation

The first step in Forum’s work on this
fast-emerging pastoral reality took place
last October. With generous financial
support from the ACTA Foundation,
about 30 specially invited participants
joined us in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
for a 2-day, carefully designed process
under the guidance of Mark Mogilka and

Kate Wiskus, co-authors of Pastoring
Multiple Parishes: An Emerging Model of
Pastoral Leadership. For a review of this
publication and to read an initial report
of what was learned during the
Albuquerque consultation, please see the
Winter 2010 issue of the Forum
Newsletter, available at
www.naforum.org, click on Newsletter).

Second Consultation

The next step will take place this sum-
mer. Again with help from the ACTA
Foundation, we will hold a second gath-
ering of those immersed in this pastoral
experience:

Consultation on RCIA in
Multi-Parish Communities

Underwritten through the generous
partnership of the ACTA Foundation

Siena Retreat Center, Racine, Wisconsin

August 25-26, 2011

This event is open to all who are immersed
in the experience of implementing the
RCIA in the pastoral setting of multi-

parish communities.

This second consultation will build on

continued on page 8

The Mission of The North American
Forum on the Catechumenate is the
full implementation in all parishes
ofthe Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults and its implications for
reconciliation.
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Dear Member and Friend of Forum,

Where would we and the world be without these great 90 days?! Together, the seasons of Lent and
Easter immerse Christians everywhere in the life-saving, world-renewing mystery of the Lord’s dying and
rising. No wonder this is the time we bring new Christians to birth in the waters of baptism. No won-
der this is when we renew at that same font our baptismal discipleship in Christ.

Be a part of Forum’s unique role in this great work of God’s people. Help us continue to form and foster
parish and diocesan leaders passionate about the Lord’s purposes in this world. Make it possible for
Forum’s institutes and new family of online webinars to bring the vision and practice of the Rite of
Christian of Adults to a new generation of pastoral ministers hungry for deep, life-changing formation.
With us they learn how evangelization impassions initiation into full discipleship in Jesus Christ!

Please consider redirecting some of your giving this year to Forum’s ministry. We must raise 12 % of
our operating needs through your generosity. No gift is too small. Those who can contribute $200 or

more will be honored by name in the Forum Newsletter.

Please make your donation online at www.naforum.org or mail it to:

The North American Forum on the Catechumenate

P O. Box 79459, Baltimore, MD 21279-0459 USA

In Christ, dead and risen, whose great mission we are privileged to share!

James M. Schellman

Executive Director

The North American Forum on the Catechumenate is a not-for-profit organization in the U.S. with a
501 (c) 3 IRS ruling. Contributions to Forum are 100% tax deductible under current U.S. law.
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The North American Forum on the Catechumenate —_
125 Michigan Ave., NE ~ Washington, DC 20017-1004
(202) 884-9758  Fax (202) 884-9747 www.naforum.org info@naforum.org @

Mission The North American Forum on the Catechumenate (Forum) is an
international network of pastoral ministers, liturgists, catechists, and theologians
united to share the vision and practice of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adulss.

Mission Statement The mission of The North American Forum on the Catechumenate is the full implementation in all parishes of the Rize
of Christian Initiation of Adults and its implications for reconciliation.

Theological Foundation The Mission of Forum is grounded in a 4 The processes of adult learning are normative.

theology based on the experience of
+ God's gracious initiative Organizational Traits Forum’s operations, behaviors, attitudes,
4 the paschal mystery of death and resurrection in and actions exhibit these traits:
Jesus Christ 4 Excellence: The highest level of competence, creativity, and
professionalism are strived for at all times.

4 Stewardship: Human, material, environmental, and
financial resources are administered with responsibili-
ty and accountability.

4 Respect: The precepts that all life is sacred, that each
human being is unique, and that all deserve to be
treated with dignity are affirmed in speech and action.

4 Collaboration: Cooperation, consultation,
communication, and networking are normative for
all Forum projects.

4 the prophetic power of word and sacrament

4 the shared life and wisdom of the people of God ,
graced and sinful

4 listening to the voice of the poor and oppressed

4 conversion to the freedom of disciples

4 working for justice and peace for the world

Formational Principles To remain faithful to the vision of
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, Forum adheres to
these principles:

4 Initiation begins with evangelization leading
to conversion.

4 Catechesis, community, liturgy, and mission
are formative.

4 Inclusivity: Forum relies on the diversity of gifts
among its members and proactively seeks a full range
of diversity in all areas of its ministry.

4 Integrity: Honesty, justice, and ethical behavior are

4 All cultural gifts are honored and celebrated. hallmarks of Forum'’s work.

4 The methods of theological reflection are pastoral.

The FORUM Newsletter is published three times a year by The North American Forum on the Catechumenate and is available, free of
charge, to all interested persons or institutions. Please address all correspondence to the address listed above.

Permission is granted to all subscribers of the FORUM Newsletter to reprint any articles or news items in the newsletter (permission
not granted for graphics and copyrighted text). Include the following notation with the reprint:

"Reprinted from the FORUM Newsletter, (Date). No further reproduction permitted without permission. For more information con-
tact The North American Forum on the Catechumenate, 125 Michigan Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20017-1004. Send a copy of the
reprint to Forum for our records. Copyright © 2011, The North American Forum on the Catechumenate.
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Consultation on RCIA in Multi-Parish Communities

Underwritten through the generous partnership of the ACTA Foundation

Siena Retreat Center, Racine WI (Diocese of Milwaukee)

August 25-26, 2011 (Thursday & Friday)

P Brings together pastoral leaders to share and learn from
the growing experience of implementing the RCIA in
multiple-parish communities (linked/clustered/merged,
etc.)

» Focuses on opportunities and challenges for RCIA in
the experience of multiple-parish communities

P Identifies emerging best practices for RCIA in these
challenging pastoral circumstances.

P Develops strategies for effective implementation of
RCIA in multiple-parish communities.

DATES AND DEADLINES

Early Bird Deadline: July 1, 2011
Registration Deadline: July 31, 2011

MEETING & LODGING FACILITY

Siena Retreat Center

5635 Erie Street

Racine, Wisconsin 53402

Phone: 262-639-4100

* http://www.racinedominicans.org for directions

* 75 registration limit * 60 private bedrooms * accessible
to moderately handicapped persons.* 20 miles from
Milwaukee Mitchell Airport * transportation service from
the airport

OVERALL SCHEDULE

Wednesday, August 24

Early Arrivals

4:00 PM  Registration

5:30 Dinner
Evening social

Thursday, August 25
8:00 AM Breakfast

8:30 Registration
9:00 Welcome, Introductions, Consultation Begins
12:00 Lunch
5:30 PM  Dinner
Free Evening
Friday, August 26
8:00 AM Breakfast
12:00 Lunch

2:45PM Closing Remarks
Departure

TEAM

GAEL GENSLER, OSF is pastoral associate for St. Julie
Billiart Parish, Tinley Park, IL She has been involved in
adult initiation for twenty-five years. Gael served on the
Forum staff as director of Institutes. She is a co-author
of a web resource, Apprentices in Faith and an author of
the Foundations in Faith series (Resources for Christian
Living) and presents and writes on initiation topics.

MARK MOGILKA is director of Stewardship & Pastoral
Services at the diocese of Green Bay. A trainer, pastoral
ministry coach and consultant, Mark is a National
Catholic Pastoral Ministry speaker and a co-author of
Pastoring Multiple Parishes.

JAMES SCHELLMAN is executive director of Forum.
He served previously as associate director of the
International Commission on English in the Liturgy
(ICEL) and as associate director of the Worship Office in
the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. Jim was one of the final
editors of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

REQUIRED READING

Pastoring Multiple Parishes (Loyola Press), by Mark
Mogilka and Kate Wiskus. Copies may be ordered online
through Forum’s website, www.naforum.org. Click on
Book Service.

REGISTRATION FEE

$170 includes $75 tuition and $95 fee for facility use and
meals (2 breakfasts, 2 lunches, | dinner, refreshments/
snacks).

OVERNIGHT ROOM FEE
A single room costs $37 a night.

CONFIRMATION

Two weeks upon receipt of your registration, you will
receive a letter confirming your registration. The letter
will also include an event schedule, directions and
transportation information from Mitchell Airport.

CANCELLATIONS & REFUNDS
80% tuition refund for cancellations on or before July 31.
No tuition refund after this date.

$15 non-refundable facility use and meal fee.
$80 refund for cancellations on or before July 31.
No refund for cancellations after this date.


http://www.racinedominicans.org
www.naforum.org

REGISTRATION FORM

Consultation on RCIA

Please complete one form per participant

in Multi-Parish Communities

Siena Retreat Center, Racine (WI) August 25-26, 2011

o Participant Mailing Information
PLEASE PRINT

Bishop, Brother, Deacon, Mr., Mrs

Please list additional information (dietary

- Ms., Rev., Sr. (Circle one) requirements, special needs request, etc.)

Special Needs:

Name:

first last
Mailing
Address:
City: State/Prov.: Zip:
Phone: | [ | Email or Fax:

Parish Name and City: Diocese:

Before July 31

g Institute Fees: Per Person

REGISTRATION FEE ($75 tuition @& You may phone (202-884-9758) or fax (202-884-9747)
+ $95 meal fee) your registration with MasterCard, VISA or Discover.
170
""""""""""""""""""""""""" 0 VISA O MASTERCARD QO DISCOVER
Early Bird Tuition Discount:
before July 1 Name as it appears on card
BEdust $20 . cusssnuncessmusinn -$ I |
Credit Card Number
Expiration Date: /
TOTAL REGISTRATION FEE.......... $ S
|D PREVIOUS DAY ARRIVAL Signature
r1Wednesday Night Room
$37 +$ Cardholder's
||||||||||||| ( )ltltllltltltlcllltllltt Address
1 Wednesday Dinner & Phone
............ ($11.25).rvrrrrn 8 M
I@ THURSDAY ARRIVAL <] You may also mail your registration with a check or
r1Single Room......... S kaua +$ money order to the address below. Please include full
amount; we cannot register you with partial payment.
|© DONATION There is a $25.00 fee for returned checks.
| am making a contribution to +$ Mail to: The North American Forum
the SCh0|arShIp fund ................... on the Catechumenate
Institute Registration
P. O. Box 79459
TOTAL ENCLOSED $ Baltimore, MD 21279-0459
R FBEC uaanisisnsmsaasg
After July 31
IREMINDERS:
: ?r:;e o fo: sz pa:’rtlc.ltlaant istrati We can accept your registration by fax (201-661-2862 or
cel o e, e oboaa 202-884-9747 secure fax lines ) with credit card payment. We
cannot guarantee placement at the institute after this date.
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Generous Supporters of

Forum’s 7th Annual Matching Gifts Campaign

Forum’s 7th Annual Matching Gifts Campaign was launched in November 2010 and concluded at the end of the year.

Over the years, this Campaign has become an essential means of support for Forum’s mission in the year following.
y g y g

We thank the many Forum members and friends who took part.
Special thanks go to the large supporters who provided the challenge grant to kick off the Campaign—
Rob Doerschner  Steve & Kathleen Hopkins John Page Thomas Weis

Those who generously gave $200 or Mildred Edwards Michelle Miller
more to help match the challenge Timothy Fitzgerald Gary Morgans
t J—
gran \:vere Gael Gensler, OSF Our Lady of Peace Church, New York
Archdiocese of Santa Fe . . . . .
. . [ Rick Goodwin Timothy Piasecki
Diocese of Springfield in Illinois
. Thomas Ivory James and Andrea Schellman
Mike and Kathy Bates )
. Steven Janco Michael Sheehan
Gerard and Elaine Baumbach . .
S d Kathv B Robert and Rita Mae Janco Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus
tt t
c.o ane Ratly Brow Robert Kennedy and Mary
Richard Co.nway Kenneth McCarthy Jean and Michael Walters
John Durbin

TWENTY-THIRD PULUBLIECATIONS

From bestselling author Nick Wagner

The Heart of Faith
A Field Guide for
Catechumens and Candidates

Why Go to Mass?

For those wondering why going to
Sunday Mass matters, this is the
perfect resource. It is a thought-
provoking and very positive guide
that describes how worship as a
parish community strengthens our
faith and our sense of belonging.
24 pages | $1.95 | order 958269
Bulk pricing for Wiy Go to Mass?
1000 or more copies 7
600-999 copies
300-599 cop:
100-299 cop
1-99 copies.......

. This beautifully written guide

for catechumens and baptized
candidates walks them through

the entire process of preparing

for initiation or reception into full
communion, covering the major
rites (e.g., the Rite of Acceptance,
the Rite of Election, the scrutinies)
as well as keeping Lent, celebrating
the Triduumn, and life after baptism.

'\‘ :[.l: |[-.l:|‘..\__1\'l|'?.: 112 pages | $12.95 | order 958177

?ﬁ‘w

Nick Wagner ICK WAGNB‘

TWENTY ¢ To order call 1-800-321-0411

& THIRD or visit www.23rdpublications.com



http://www.23rdpublications.com/

Now Available!

Mystagogy: A Catholic Approach
to Living the Christian Life
By Ronald Oakham, O.Carm

Discernment: Listening to God in
Initiation & Parish Ministry
By Donna Steffen, SC

RCIA with Children and Implications for
All Sacramental Initiation with Children
By Rita Burns Senseman

CD Selection Method of Payment

(prices are in $ U.S. and include postage and handling) (1) By check: Please make check or money order payable to

1) Mys tagogy; Ron Oakham— The North American Forum on the Catechumenate

. (2) By credit card:
$27 (830 outside U.S.) I authorize NA Forum to charge my [JVISA [IM/C

[]2) Discernment, Donna Steffen— [ ] Discover For the amountof$_ (US)
$27 ($30 outside U.S.) Card #
[] 3) RCIA With Children, Expiration date

Rita Burns Senseman—
$27 ($30 outside U.S.)

OR

Validation 3-4 digit (back of card)

Name on card (print)

Signature
[ ] Three CDs—$66 ($74 outside U.S.)
Cardholder phone:
Name: Email:
Parish/Organization: Day phone:
Address:
City: State/Prov Postal Code:

Please mail (or FAX at 202-884-9747) this completed form with payment to:
The North American Forum on the Catechumenate, P.O. Box 79459, Baltimore, MD 21279-0459, USA
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JOin the wor'k Of the continued from page 1

CathOIIC Coalltlon on what we learned at the Albuquerque gathering and go
C Iimate C han ge deeper still. Together we will:
By signing up at * gather pastoral leaders to share and learn from the
www.catholicsandclimatechange.org you will grow.ing expf.:rience of im.p.lementing the RCIA in
be kept up-to-date on how you can put your multiple-parish communities

faithful stewardship into action. You will * focus on opportunities and challenges for RCIA in

recetve regular' emall’ and action alert‘s r'eﬂect— the experience of multiple-parish communities
ing the U.S. Bishops’ public policy priorities as

well as news on efforts to care for creation * identify emerging best practices for RCIA in these
from the Vatican, the U.S. Bishops, state challenging pastoral circumstances

Catholic conferences, dioceses, and parishes. * develop strategies for effective implementation of

Links for further information: RCIA in multiple-parish communities

holiccli If you are involved with the Rite of Christian Initiation of
www.catholicclimatecovenant.org Adulss in this way, we hope you will register soon and join

www.jubileeusa.org/climate us for this 1mpc.)rtant second consultation. ReglstraFlon
can be done using the brochure on pages 4-5 of this
www.unfccc.int. newsletter or online at www.naforum.org. Click on

Calendar, then Consultations.

INCREASE YOUR ABILITY TO INVITE SEEKERS AND
INQUIRERS INTO THE R.C.L.A.!

BROCHURES
to stimulate
interest

- BOOKS

to stimulate
minds!

PROGRAMS

to reach out

st
aNG & b g
QEES -

SEEKING CHRIST: FIRST STEPS TOWARD PAULIST EVANGELIZATION MINISTRIES
CATHOLIC FAITH—resources to help inquir- S@ “Reaching the Unreached in Faith”
ers whenever they express interest in the www.pemdc.org

Catholic faith. Meditations, scripture shar- 202-832-5022

ing, take-home reflections—all make a jour- Formerly PNGEA

nal of their journey toward faith. Order the A Ministry of the Paulist Fathers

preview kit.
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God Calling!!! Who’s Going to Answer?

By Elio Capra, SDB, Chair, Australian Catechumenate Network

Reprinted from the December 2010
issue of Network News, Australian
Catechumenate Network. Used with

permission.

I have just finished a whole day
with a group of teachers explor-
ing the stories of calling, the
annunciations both in the Old
Testament and in the New
Testament. In the Old
Testament we explored the sto-
ries of Abraham, Jacob, Noah,
Jonah, Samuel, Isaiah, Jeremiah.
In the New Testament we
explored the stories of Mary, Joseph, Matthew,
Zacchaeus, the disciples, Paul and the rich young man.

Elio Capra, SDB

For each of these stories we looked at the following
questions:

1) What was the situation of the person before his/her
encounter with Jesus/God?

2) How did the encounter take place?

3) What were the words, actions, and feelings during
the encounter?

4) What was the final response?

5) How was life changed after the encounter with

Jesus/God?

In this short article I would like to look at three “annun-
ciations”: Mary, Joseph, and the rich young man.

As soon as we hear the term “annunciation,” we immedi-
ately think of Mary. But this is not the full story. This
year is the year of Matthew and in his gospel we have a
very detailed description of the “annunciation” to Joseph
(see Mt. 1:18-25 and 2:13-23). What a calling! What a
challenge to all the plans he had for both himself and
Mary! And yet his yes to God was unconditional. He
accepts the challenge, the dangers, and the responsibili-
ties of his new role as protector and guardian with a deep
sense of humility, courage, and total commitment. I am
sure Jesus learned much more than carpentry from him!

We are more familiar with Mary’s annunciation. From
Luke’s gospel, it is obvious that Mary and Joseph had

their own plans for their own future. Once again, her

response is total and unconditional. And how her life

changed after that! The humble handmaid became the
mother of God!

What contrast with the story of the rich young man.

He comes to Jesus as a person who has observed the
commandments all his life. But Jesus challenges him.
The following of Jesus calls for a total and unconditional
response; it demands that we let go of all self-reliance
and trust ourselves to God. The calling demands a dra-
matic process of reversal: from “What do I want to do
with my life?” to “What does God want me to do with
my life?” In this story the rich young man is not pre-
pared to accept this challenge and “he goes away sad.”

For catechumens and candidates, for RCIA leaders and
for parishioners, these characters are a source of reflec-
tion, inspiration, and meditation. Our catechumens and
candidates will be comforted at the thought that Jesus is
calling them to follow him and at the same time they
will be challenged to give their wholehearted response to
Christ. RCIA leaders are reminded that all their work
must lead the catechumens and the candidates to a per-
sonal encounter with Christ. Only Christ can give the
catechumens and candidates the love, the hope, the
promise and the strength necessary to transform their
lives. It is a very urgent and awe-inspiring work we are
doing. If we do not lead our catechumens and candidates
to a personal encounter with Christ, there will be no
conversion, no transformation, no new life. If their cate-
chumenal journey does not lead them to say “Yes” to
Christ, they will be left feeling very sad and unfulfilled,
like the rich young man. On the other hand, a generous
and positive response will transform their lives in ways
beyond our imagining. What a privilege and what a
responsibility we have!

God is calling! Who's going to answer?
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RESOURCE REVIEW

Why Not Consider
Becoming a Catholic?

By Frank DeSiano, CSP

Published by Paulist Evangelization Ministries (formerly

PNCEA), $7.95 (U.S.), 93 pages
Reviewed by Donna Mostilller

As I write this review, the calendar suggests that spring
is around the corner. Yet the snowflakes which swirl
around outside my window confirm our meteorologist’s
forecast that another winter storm is underway. I have
found myself watching a lot of television this winter
and have learned that I tend to enjoy the commercials
as much as the television programs. One of my favorites
is one which features Justin Bieber and Ozzy Osbourne.
I honestly can’t say if they're selling a cell phone or cel-
lular phone service but I can appreciate Ozzy’s confu-
sion over 3G and 4G and of course what is a “Bieber.”

Perhaps most of us who live in today’s fast-paced and
technologically advanced society can appreciate Ozzy’s
confusion. Those of us who work are generally working
more hours and are tied to our jobs via the Internet and
smart phones. Unlike our parents’ generation, we are
required to manage our own retirement funds and
health insurance and quite often we are tasked with
managing our aging parents health care. Add to that
the responsibility of parenting our own children, main-
taining healthy relationships with our significant others,
home and pet ownership, and there is no wonder that

adults are overwhelmed.

What does this have to do with Frank DeSiano’s book,
Why Not Consider Becoming a Catholic? Most impor-
tant, the book recognizes that today’s adults lead very
busy and complicated lives and it attempts to meet peo-

Frank P, I)('.‘s'i;lm.'» Csp

ple where they are. Often churches tend to dismiss the
fact that adults have tremendous demands placed on
their daily lives. Take for example, the church which has
office hours between 9 and 4 (hours when most adults
are working) and does not answer telephone calls
between 12-1 (the time when most adults have a break
to make calls). The book’s approach is to provide infor-
mation for adults to consider. It is not a heart-wrench-
ing testimony of personal conversion nor is it a critical
analysis of other religious traditions. It simply looks at
some of the major concerns that adult seekers may have
about life and the Catholic Church and it provides
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information. The book allows the reader to reach his or
her own conclusion. This approach—to treat adults like
they are adults—is incredibly refreshing.

The author is clearly passionate about the topic and
does not hesitate to address some of the very challeng-
ing issues that some seekers have regarding the Catholic
Church. The book begins with an overview of the
Church’s position on the human experience—the
wholeness of each person as body, mind, heart, and
soul. The reader is assured that it is appropriate for
humans to seek meaning in their lives through each of
these components and how the Catholic Church affirms
this. The reader’s concerns about Jesus, community,
church authority, morality, and the Catholic approach
to both Scripture and worship are addressed.

In the introduction, DeSiano writes that he will present
information for the contemporary seeker with openness
to all sides. This is no easy feat and yet the book is suc-
cessful in this regard. I should note that the book is
thin and easily portable. In addition, the author is very
light on technical church language. For these reasons,
this would be a useful resource not only to today’s seek-

ers but to those involved in evangelization ministries.

Donna Mostiller has served as the coordinator for
Christian initiation at St. Martin de Porres Parish in
Buffalo, NY; for over ten years. A member of the Forum
Team, she is also a member of the Buffalo Diocesan
Catechumenate Board. Donna serves as the assistant direc-

tor of human resources for People Inc.

A Complete Collection of Resources
for the RCIA

\

OUﬂtQ N
of L| F@ SERIES

LILR

FRSP11

APPRENTICEDECHRIST

JERRY CALIPEAU

Apprenticed to Christ
Jerry Galipeau
017266 $12.95

Rev. Paul Turner
017189 $24.95

More
coming soon.

Look for a new

all Spanish-
language
resource!

World Library Publications
800-566-6150
wlpmusic.com

Initiation

A Guide for Priests

‘- Celebrating ‘

r ol &

Paul Turner

Celebrating Initiation

*

‘ Impa t of the RCI/
Stories, neﬂemnns, Challenges
Ed. by Jerry Galipeau

017188 $24.95
The Spirit at Work
Conversion and the RCIA
Michael Marchal
We Send You Forth 7186 51495
Dismissals for the RCIA

(Book and CD-ROM)

Jerry Galipeau

017195 $19.95
Spanish-language version:
Les Enviamos = 012599 $19.95

\ 4

And many more online - wipmusic.com



www.wlpmusic.com
www.wlpmusic.com
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The Heart of Faith: A Field Guide
for Catechumens and Candidates

By Nick Wagner
Published by Twenty-Third Publications, $12.95
(U.S.), 102 pages

Reviewed by Priscilla Lemire, RIM

How do I become a Catholic? In my experience over
the years of working with the initiation ministry in the
parish, I have found that too often the response to the
inquirer’s initial question takes on the dimension of
“doing” the Catholic thing instead of “being” (be-com-
ing) a Catholic.

At the outset of his new book, The Heart of Faith, Nick
Wagner tells his reader that the place to become a
Catholic is in his heart. He begins with Jesus, the
heart of our faith. Nick speaks from his own early
practice of being a “keeping the rule” Catholic till he

learned from his evangelical friends how to “keep the

faith.”

The Heart of Faith is a field guide for catechumens and
candidates to understand more fully “why we do what
we do” as Catholic Christians. Reflection questions
designed to lead one to do some heart — soul searching
can readily serve as a daily journal.

Three facets of Wagner’s guide are especially significant
to me. The first, found in the first three chapters, is
Wagner’s strong conviction that at the heart of being
Catholic is to know, love, and follow Jesus. Nick stresses
the importance of beginning with Jesus and not the
Church. He actually states that before you join the
Church, you have to think of “joining Jesus.” In our

practice, do we not often proclaim an institution

instead of the good news of Jesus? Nick

Wagner’s solid premise of first falling in love with Jesus
speaks to the heart, the locus for change.

Second, I found particularly compelling NicK’s intro-
duction of the world of symbols. Significantly impor-
tant is that he relates the use of symbols as lenses
through which Catholics see the world. He does not
speak of symbols as seen only in the liturgy and sacra-
ments. Catholics are to live a sacramental life. St.
Ignatius of Loyola captures this way of life in his foun-

dational principle of finding God in all things.

He continues his presentation of symbols by naming the
four disciplines of faith, namely, word-worship-commu-
nity-service, which shape the way Catholics see the
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world. These are essential elements of parish life. One
can also make the connection to # 42 and #75 in the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adulss, which the Church
uses as criteria for discerning readiness at each stage of
the initiation process. NicK’s catechesis on worship
using these four elements is another way of helping the
reader grow in the practice of the Catholic way of life.

A final facet that I have found compelling is a chapter
entitled “What's expected of you?” Briefly, Nick gives
the catechumens what I call a “jump start” into the dis-
cernment process before moving to the next stage. He
lists the five things that the Church is looking for
before entrance into the catechumenate. He speaks of
them as “entry-level disciplines of Christian life.” Using
the reflection questions at the end of this chapter, he
invites them to notice for themselves the changes that
have taken place since they began the process. A fore-
knowledge of what is expected by the Church, and so
well defined for the lay person by Nick, is an excellent
way for the catechumen and candidate to engage in the

process of discernment for readiness.

Accenting the importance of 1) falling in love with
Jesus, 2) seeing the world through the eyes of Christ,
and 3) leading an examined-life throughout the journey,
these are but a few of the many benefits to be gained by
the catechumen and candidate who will take 7he Heart
of Faith as a guide, a companion throughout the initia-
tion process. For me, this book clearly defines the
process of evangelization as one that begins with an
encounter with Jesus that leads to mission. We are bap-

tized for the life of the world.

The Appendix of the book provides the reader with a
look at some elemental cultural catholic customs based
on our tradition together with a brief explanation of
marriage annulments. This section contains answers to

some of the many questions that inquirers ask about the
Catholic Church.

In the end, you may find yourself asking how to use
this book. The answer is that this guide is meant strict-
ly for the catechumen and candidate to use as the Spirit
leads them. Again, it is not a text simply to be read
through. Nick clearly tells them that their more formal
catechetical formation is to take place in the parish.
NicK’s style is narrative. In a way, he tells the story of
the initiation process in answer to their ongoing ques-

tion: “How do I become a Catholic?”

Priscilla Lemire is a Religious of Jesus and Mary now serv-
ing as Pastoral Associate at Transfiguration Parish in
Manchester, NH. She served previously as director of evan-
gelization for the dioceses of San Diego (CA) and Baton
Rouge (LA). Sr. Priscilla is a member of the Board of
Directors of Forum and has worked in initiation ministries

for the past 33 years.
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The Spirit at Work:
Conversion and the RCIA

By Michael H. Marchal
Published by World Library Publications, $14.95

(U.S.), 89 pages
Reviewed by Timothy Fitzgerald

It didn’t grab me until chapter 5, “What makes a con-

version Catholic.”

I think that’s because this small book intends to be an
introductory piece about conversion. In that, it func-
tions well. The text is quite readable, the author knowl-
edgeable, the subject matter explained in clear and

straightforward fashion.

This is, at the same time, its limitation. The book is
written to popularize the topic, not to be an in depth
study of it. The first fifty pages focus on conversion
through the lens of the author’s experience as teacher
and as minister of initiation. Drawing upon Jesuit
Donald Gelpi’s work, Commirted Worship: A
Sacramental Theology for Converting Christians
(Liturgical Press, 1993), author Michael Marchal
explores conversion as moral, intellectual, and affective
growth. With this assistance, he demonstrates how
generic “conversion” might be nuanced to the particular
situation of catechumen or candidate. Growth in faith
is the goal for all, but the path to that goal “varies
according to the many forms of God’s grace, the free
cooperation of the individuals, the action of the
Church, and the circumstances of time and place” (Rize
of Christian Initiation of Adulss, #5).

Marchal rightly stresses that there is no standard con-
version or predictable growth in faith. There is, rather,

7

CONVERs;
AND N
THE RCjA

mutual discernment about each person’s story of faith
and how to foster further growth, provide pastoral care
and companionship along the way, and draw the person

into the life of the worshipping community.

But you know this already, right? Yet, the value of
Marchal’s book lies in the fact that ministers of initia-
tion cant ponder conversion too often. We can facilitate
growth in faith, experience it and witness it, marvel at
it, then consider it and learn from it. Like the author,
we bring our experience of conversion and growth in
faith and, reflecting upon it, grow in understanding.
You read along, thinking about his experience and
yours, his insights and yours, then you gain a perspec-
tive that opens your experience to a new understanding.

For me, that came with chapter five.
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The second fifty pages range more widely than a focus
on conversion, dealing with other pastoral issues of ini-
tiation and sacrament—the centrality of Eucharist, the
many presences of Christ in the life of the Church, the
integrity of the rites and their meanings. Here the chap-
ters, more loosely connected,
address some of the “second
generation” issues and ques-
tions that experience with ini-

tiation has raised.

experience it and witness it, marvel at it, then

The book works best if
approached as a conversation
with the author about mat-
ters of mutual concern. With
his writing style, familiar and
chatty, one may learn more
about the author than is nec-

essary. And despite the title,

consider it and learn from it. Like the author, we
bring our experience of conversion and growth
in faith and, reflecting upon it, grow in under-
standing. You read along, thinking about his
experience and yours, his insights and yours,

then you gain a perspective that opens your

more than conversion is addressed here. But there is

no mistaking the author’s desire for the best ministry

to the catechumens and candidates. He wants them—

and us—to “keep our eyes fixed on Jesus,” to grow

into an intimate relationship with the One who calls
to them and us.

“....the value of Marchal’s book lies in the fact
that ministers of initiation can’t ponder conver-
sion too often. We can facilitate growth in faith,

Timothy Fitzgerald, pastor in
the Diocese of Des Moines, has
helped form initiation ministers
with parishes and dioceses for
more than twenty years. He
served as the director of the
office of lay ecclesial ministry
and worship in his diocese.
Tim is the author of Infant
Baptism: a Parish Celebration
and of Confirmation:

a Parish Celebration.

experience to a new understanding.”
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The North American Forum on the Catechumenate’s Pastoral Training Institutes provide ministers—volunteer and paid,
full and part-time, lay and clergy - with deeper understanding of the vision of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and
the fundamental and advanced skills to implement all aspects of the Rite and its implications for reconciliation. Institute
leaders are among North America’s most experienced pastoral ministers, liturgists, catechists, and theologians.

2011 CALENDAR

THE INITIATION EXPERIENCE
INSTITUTES present the compelling vision and
pastoral skills to implement the initiation process
and emphasize the relationship of good liturgy to
good catechesis.

BEGINNINGS & BEYOND INSTITUTE

BEGINNINGS “PLUS” INSTITUTE

June 8-11, 2011, Diocese of Dallas (TX) - Spanish

June 8-11, 2011, Diocese of Dallas (TX ) - English

June 22-25, 2011, Diocese of Saginaw (MI)—
with focus on adulss & children

July 28-31, 2011, Diocese of St. Augustine (FL)—
with focus on adulss & children

August 4-7, 2011, Diocese of San Bernardino (CA)—
bilingual

August 25-28, 2011, Franciscan Renewal Center
(Diocese of Phoenix)

BEGINNINGS INSTITUTE

August 4-6, 2011, Archdiocese of Denver (CO)

August 11-13, 2011, St. Thomas More Parish,
Chapel Hill (Dio. of Raleigh NC)

October 20-22, 2011, Diocese of Charlottetown
(Prince Edw. Island)

October 27-29, 2011, Diocese of Superior (WI)

INITIATION IN RURAL & SMALL
PARISHES (Diocesan Events)

THE FOCUS ON INITIATION
INSTITUTES concentrate on specific aspects of
initiation using presentations, celebrations of the
rites, and small group discussions. It is preferable
that they follow the Initiation Experience Institutes.

CATECHUMENATE

August12-13, 2011, Diocese of Las Vegas (NV)

August 12-13, 2011, Diocese of Lafayette in Indiana

September 9-10, 2011, Diocese of Orange (CA)—
bilingual

September 16-17, 2011, Our Lady of Light Parish,
Ft. Myer s (Dio. of Venice, FL)

October 21-22, 2011, Archdiocese of Alanta (GA)

PURIFICATION & ENLIGHTENMENT
MYSTAGOGY

CHILDREN & CHRISTIAN INITIATION

March 29-30, 2011, Diocese of Trenton (NJ)

June 9-10, 2011, Ascension Parish, Oak Park IL
(Archd. of Chicago)

August 12-13, 2011, Archdiocese of Washington (DC)

CONCERNING THE BAPTIZED

June 17-18, 2011, Diocese of Arlington (VA)

July 29-30, 2011, Archdiocese of San Francisco (CA)
August 22-23, 2011, Diocese of Albany (NY)
November 4-5, 2011, Diocese of Grand Rapids (MI)

THE INITIATING COMMUNITY
INSTITUTES explore advanced issues of
implementation for experienced ministers as they
broaden the initiation experience to include the
entire community. Small groups discuss, share, and
critique models.

DEVELOPING THE MINISTRIES

FURTHERING THE INITIATION
EXPERIENCE

PRAYING THE RITES

ECHOING GOD’S WORD
September 23-24, 2011, Diocese of Calgary (AB)

IMAGING THE INITIATION PROCESS
IN SMALL CHURCH COMMUNITIES

AMBASSADORS OF CHRIST:
BUILDING RECONCILING
COMMUNITIES explores the ministry of
reconciliation invites participants to reflect on the
vision and process of conversion and reconciliation
explores an understanding of a reconciling
community rooted in initiation examines present
processes and future possibilities for reconciling
ministry in the parish

THE VISION OF INITIATION
MINISTRY introduce the vision and practice of
initiation in a two-day format. Can be done as an
institute (open beyond diocese) or as a conference
for individual dioceses, formation institutions, and
religious communities. For clergy and other pastoral
ministers, together or in separate events.

Vision of Initiation Ministry Institutes
July 15-16, 2011, Blessed Sacrament Parish,
North Aurora IL (Diocese of Rockford)—Dbilingual

Vision of Initiation Ministry Conferences

May 17-18, 2011, Archdiocese of Baltimore (MD)

August 12-13, 2011, Diocese of Fresno (CA) -
Bilingual

October 11-12, Diocese of Biloxi (MS)—Clergy

October 21-22, 2011, Diocese of Yakima (WA) —
Bilingual

THE EVANGELIZING PARISH:
VISION, PASSION, PRACTICE develops the
vision and practice of evangelization and how this
creates parishes of mission

Evangelizing Parish Institutes

September 16-17, 2011, Diocese of Springfield-
Cape Girardean (MO)

September 16-17, 2011, Sacred Heart Parish,
Valley Park MO (Archd of St. Louis

September 23-24, 2011, Diocese of Springfield-
Cape Girardean (MO)

September 30-October 1, 2011, Diocese of Prince
Albert (Saskatchewan)

October 14-15, 2011, Archdiocese of Ottawa (Ontario)

October 21-22, 2011, St. Robt. Bellarmine Parish
(Archd. of Boston)

November 11-12, 2011, Archdiocese of Mobile (AL)

Evangelizing Parish Conferences

March 4-5, 2011, Lake Geauga District,
Diocese of Cleveland (OH)

March 18-19, 2011, Archdiocese of Edmonton
(Alberta)

CONSULTATIONS
August 25-26, 2011, Consultation on RCIA in Multi-
Parish Communities, Siena Center, Racine WI
(Archdiocese of Milwaukee)

WEBINARS

TO BE DETERMINED (partial listing)
Diocese of Brownsville (TX)
Diocese of Lafayette (LA)
Diocese of Monterey (CA)
Diocese of Rockville Centre (NY)
Archdiocese of St. John's (Newfoundland)
Diocese of Santa Rosa (CA)
Diocese of Sault Ste Marie (ON)
Diocese of Syracuse (NY)

The North American Forum on the Catechumenate
125 Michigan Ave., NE, Washington, DC 20017-1004

(202) 884-9758 « fax (202) 884-9747 ¢ E-mail: info@naforum.org

Check our website www.naforum.org for the latest calendar and resource updates



