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As our grass roots ecumenical ministry spreads throughout the parishes in our diocese there is a growing need for each parish to name one or more parish ecumenical advocates. The parish ecumenical advocates work in their local parishes, in cooperation with their pastor and the other ecumenical advocates in their deanery. 


The parish ecumenical advocates agree to (1) pray for the visible unity of the Church, 
(2) increase awareness of the need for ecumenism in their parish and  (3) reach out to other Christian churches in their geographic area. 


The hope is to have at least one parish ecumenical advocate in each of our 79 parishes by the end of this year.  The Diocesan Ecumenical Commission and I are inviting Catholics

interested in the unity of the Christian family to contact their pastor for appointment. 


The Office of Ecumenism and the Ecumenical Commission will provide initial orientation to the ministry of ecumenism at the grass roots level.  It is not anticipated that parish ecumenical advocates will be asked to travel beyond their deanery boundaries. 


The most important thing any of us can do is to pray for the conversion of hearts among Christians.  Parish ecumenical advocates can help to remind parishioners of the importance of praying for and with our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Some of ourexisting parish ecumenical advocates, working with their pastors, are attending local ministerial association meetings and visiting other churches in order to learn more about those Christian communities.


If you would like to share in this ministry, one which is given the highest priority by 

the Holy Father, please contact me at ftonyb@yahoo.com, or speak with your pastor.

A Prayer For Unity:

Let us pray for all our brothers and sisters who share our faith in Jesus

Christ, that God may gather and keep together in one Church all those who seek the

truth with sincerity.  Almighty and eternal God, you keep together those you have

united.  Look kindly on all who follow Jesus your Son.  We are all consecrated to you

by our common baptism.  Make us one in the fullness of faith, and keep us one in the

fellowship of love.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (Good Friday Solemn

Intercessions V. For the unity of Christians)
Ecumenical Commission News:

The members of the Diocesan Ecumenical Commission recently dialogued with the United Methodist tradition.  Rev. Douglas C. Lyons, Pastor of the United Methodist Church in Guthrie, KY, shared the history, beliefs, and structure of the United Methodist Church. It was pointed out that the Methodist did not split from the Roman Catholic Church. Instead the Methodists, named for the methodical way in which they pray, worship, and minister, were formed by John and Charles Wesley. Both men, baptized as Anglicans in England, took the Gospel into the workplace. “The world is my parish,” John Wesley said. Charles Wesley is known for writing numerous hymns including “Hark the Herald Angels sing.”  Methodist is the third largest Christian denomination in the United States and the second largest in Kentucky.

The journey of promoting Christian unity, central to Christian identity and the pastoral priorities of the Catholic Church, is rooted in our faith in Jesus Christ and zeal for the Church and its unity.  For this very reason, ecumenism “is not just some sort of ‘appendix’ that is added to the Church’s traditional activity. Rather, ecumenism is an organic part of her life and work, and consequently must pervade all that she is and does.” (That They May Be One, Pope John Paul II, 20).

