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     Last month many communities around the diocese and beyond observed the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  The theme chosen for this year was from Acts 2:42, ‘They devoted

themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.’ This theme recalled the origins of the first church in Jerusalem and the time when the church 

was still one. 

    The desire for Christian unity, however, cannot be limited to one week out of the year. We must continue working for Christian unity throughout the year.  We cannot rest until we have done all we can do to restore visible unity among all Christians.  

     One way to continue the work for Christian unity would be to gather a core group of interested people.  Invite the group to consider other occasions in the year when interchurch or ecumenical events might take place. Here are some suggestions to help support the ecumenical movement in 2011. 

1. Consider forming a study group to 

learn more about a particular denomination, how they are similar and how they 

are different for Catholicism. 

2. Invite a protestant pastor to give a talk
at your parish to explain their church’s traditions and beliefs. 

3. Find a video on ecumenism to show to a group in your parish.  The office of Ecumenism can give you some suggestions. 

4. Observe the World Day of Prayer on March 4.  This prayer day is annually celebrated 

in more than 170 countries around the world.  More information can be found on their 

website at: www.worlddayofprayer.net. 

5. Participate or plan a community weekly prayer service during Lent at a church in 

your area.  Provide a light meal afterwards for a time of fellowship.  

6. Plan a Good Friday community crosswalk in the streets in a joint effort to witness 

to our faith in the suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

7. Participate in an Easter sunrise service offered by a neighborhood church. 

8. Celebrate Friendship Day on May 6 by inviting Christian women in your community 

to gather for a meal, prayer and fellowship.  More information can be found on their 

website at: www.churchwomen.org. 

9. On or around Pentecost, plan a festival of music and invite various choirs, soloists 

and musicians to perform. 

10. Become an ecumenical advocate for your parish. 

     “In order to unite with one another, we must love one another; in order to love one 

another, we must know one another; in order to know one another, we must go and meet 

one another.”  These words are known as the “Testament of Cardinal Mercier.”  These 

words remind us that, in order for Christian unity to happen, we must begin to learn 

more about one another.  We must become friends and pray for one another so that the 

Holy Spirit will help us reunite the Church. 

     The journey of promoting Christian Unity is central to our Christian identity.  Ecumenism is central to the life of the Church and, therefore, must pervade all that she is and does.  If you would like more information on how you and your parish can practice ecumenism, please contact me (Father Tony Bickett) at 270-745-2356 or email me at ftonyb@yahoo.com.  Together we can make a difference.

