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In November, 2010,  I distributed to the priests of the diocese copies of a DVD program for the promotion of Christian unity.  The program is entitled, “Handing on the Faith in an Ecumenical World”.  The program was first given in the diocese of Richmond, Virginia in January, 2009 by Brother Jeffery Gros, FSC.  


Brother Jeffrey is well-known in the ecumenical movement.  He has written widely in theological periodicals, has edited numerous books on ecumenism, and has spoken on the subject to various groups throughout the world. He served for 14 years as the associated director of the office for ecumenical and interreligious affairs at the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 


Included in this DVD program is first a brief history of the ecumenical movement.  Next Br. Jeffery explains the Catholic principles of ecumenism which guide Catholics in working with other Christians.  The Church calls for the formation of all Catholics in these ecumenical principles all the way from grade school to seminaries.  It was Pope John Paul II who reminded us that, “at the Second Vatican Council, the Catholic Church committed herself irrevocably to following the path of the ecumenical venture.” Ut Unum Sint, 20.


The purpose of this DVD program is to give Catholics in our parishes a tool to use in learning about the importance of Christian unity and what they can do to help promote this prayer of Jesus for his Church.  Those who are baptized in the name of Christ are, by that very act, called to commit themselves to the search for unity.  

One important way to do this is by becoming a parish ecumenical advocate.  Parish ecumenical advocates are designated by the pastor to assist him in communicating and coordinating local ecumenical activity.  The desire to have parish ecumenical advocates appointed in each parish receives support from the Vatican Directory for the Application of Principles and Norms on Ecumenism.  “A great task for the parish is to educate its members in the ecumenical spirit. This calls for a pastoral program which involves someone charged with promoting and planning ecumenical activity, working in close harmony with the parish priest.” (67)


Some of the tasks of a parish ecumenical advocate would include assisting the pastor in fostering a deeper ecumenical awareness among parishioners.  Parish advocates also encourage and facilitate parish participation in local ecumenical activities.  Advocates can serve their parish by representing the parish on local ecumenical organizations, for example the local ministerial association in their town or county.  Ecumenical advocates pray daily “that they may all be one… so that the world may believe” (John 17:21), since private and public prayer for the unity of Christians is regarded by Vatican II as the soul of the ecumenical movement.  Advocates are encouraged to deepen their knowledge of the ecumenical movement in the Church.  Parish ecumenical advocates are very important to the growth of ecumenical relations throughout the diocese and can be of great assistance to pastors in their ecumenical ministry. 


Are you interested in working for Christian unity?  Then consider becoming an ecumenical advocate for your parish.  Some parishes already have two or three parishioners serving as advocates.  You can join this movement by contacting your pastor or me by calling (270) 756-2356 or by emailing me at ftonyb@yahoo.com.  Together may the unity Christ desires, for his Church, become more and more a reality

