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Interchurch households live ecumenism every day.  Christian unity is made visible every day in interchurch marriages and families.  An interchurch family is something like a bridge that connects one side to the other.  Ecumenical marriages build connections between two

denominations. We may take these relationships for granted since they have become much more common today.  Yet interchurch families have much to teach us about ecumenism and the importance of working toward greater understanding among Christians of different denominations.  


Interchurch couples are always praying with someone from another Christian denomination.  Whenever interchurch couples and families pray together in their homes they are engaging in ecumenism.  Interchurch families routinely have those conversations that others aren’t privileged to have in their homes since they are married across denominational lines as Christians.  The one thing they don’t have and that they long for is inter-communion or shared Eucharist in all of our churches. The closest interchurch families come to any kind of a shared holy communion are during their own home cooked meals eaten around dinner tables after prayers and blessings are said.  These are special and sacred times for these couples and families. 


Many interchurch couples feel they have been at this dialogue for such a long time that being able to share the Eucharist in any recognized way has become a futile request.  They have been active in this journey towards Christian unity much longer than most people and sometimes feel a bit frustrated that things seem to be moving so 

slowly.


Many Catholics married to persons of other Christian denominations feel left out of parish activities because of their interchurch marriage.  Yet these couples show the rest of the community the hope and possibilities of great unity among Christians.  The problem is not interchurch marriages but the division between the Churches into which they’ve been baptized.  Unfortunately there is so much apathy and indifference towards our Churches disunity. 


Interchurch families have been given a gift of insight and of access to at least two denominations.  Their lives can help to influence our communities 

to work to heal divisions among us.  There is so much potential in interchurch families to do good on so many levels.  Interchurch families must constantly think and act in ways that overcomes their divisions. 


There is an organization called the American Association of Interchurch Families (AAIF) that seeks to be a resource for interchurch families.  This is an association of interchurch families, defined as a husband and wife from separate Christian traditions who both desire to remain active in their respective churches.  These couples may participate in their spouse’s Church in ways and to the extent that is possible. As a couple, they live the unity of their marriage, supporting each other, while participating in two separate traditions. The Association exists to support interchurch families with the message that one tradition need not dominate the other in marriage.


If you are married or engaged to someone from another Christian tradition, then I would like to encourage you enjoy the rich blessings of living an ecumenical relationship.  You may be interested in a monthly publication of the American Association of Interchurch Families called The ARK.  You can read passed issues at their website at http://www.aifusa.org. 


The journey of promoting Christian Unity is central to our Christian identity.  Ecumenism is central to the life of the Church and therefore must pervade all that she is and does.  If you would like more information on how you and your parish can practice ecumenism please contact me at 270-745-2356 or email me at ftonyb@yahoo.com.

