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For the past several years, Christian leaders have seen a declining enthusiasm for ecumenism. Christians however can never settle for a divided Christianity. Many will say that we have been divided for so long that the Churches will never get back together. If we believe this, then we will do nothing and little will happen for us. We must confess that a divided Christianity in not the will of God. It is not the will of Christ. While some may desire separation, Catholics can never settle for anything less than full visible unity in faith. 


From the very beginning of Christianity, Christians have argued and disagreed about many things. However a divided Christianity is a contradiction of what we profess to believe, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28). The New Testament call for unity among Christians is in fulfillment of Jesus‟ prayer, “that they may all be one” (John 17:21). The greatest sign of visible unity is found in the Eucharist, because in the Eucharist Christ‟s prayer becomes our prayer. 

Cardinal Kurt Koch, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity has used a metaphor to describe the past 50 years of the Vatican ecumenical activity. He said, “it is like a plane trip -- there is much activity and excitement in preparing for the trip, everyone feels something happening during take-off, but when cruising altitude is reached, no one notices how fast the plane is moving, and passengers start to fidget and wonder if they ever are going to arrive. Ecumenical activity may have appeared to level off, but it still is moving forward, and people must trust that it will reach its destination”. 


Cardinal Walter Kasper, former president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity said, "The great danger is that we get use to this situation of division, taking it simply as a fact. The existence of confessional churches, one alongside the other, is a reality that contradicts the will of the Lord and is the fruit of sin. Christians cannot take shortcuts to unity or gloss over differences that, in fact, may reveal they are not united in faith,” he said. "Good-natured coexistence, cooperation in social service projects and shared events during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity are all positive developments,” Cardinal Kasper said, "but they are not enough to fulfill Christ's will for his church”. 


Pope John Paul II, in his 1995 Encyclical Ut Unum Sint, reminds us that “at the Second Vatican Council, the Catholic Church committed herself irrevocably to following the path of the ecumenical venture. The Catholic Church embraces with hope the commitment to ecumenism as a duty. To believe in Christ means to desire unity; to desire unity means to desire the Church; to desire the Church means to desire the communion of grace … Such is the meaning of Christ‟ prayer: „Ut unum sint‟. Concern for restoring unity pertains to the whole Church, faithful and clergy alike.” 


The Second Vatican Council urged all Catholics, not just some, to take an active part in the work of ecumenism. If you would like to learn more or become involved in the work of ecumenism, contact me at ftonyb@yahoo.com or 270/756-2356.
