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Members of the Diocesan Ecumenical Commission dialogued with Baptist pastor Rev. Kimbrough Simmons at their August meeting in Madisonville.  Rev. Kimbrough Simmons, the pastor at Masonville Baptist Church in Daviess County, and Glenmary priest Fr. Frank Ruff gave presentations on the history and beliefs of Baptists.


Fr. Ruff used the language of family to discuss the relationship between Catholics and Baptists. “It is not us and them” he said, “It is us, together.”  “There is only one family with different branches.  We are all brothers and sisters.”  Fr. Ruff offered a handout outlining the shared beliefs of Baptists and Catholics based on the Nicene Creed.  He noted that Baptists represent the majority of Christians in every county in our diocese.


Rev. Simmons noted, from the outset of his presentation, that “no one speaks for all Baptists.” Unlike Catholics and mainline Protestant churches, with central authorities, each Baptist congregation operates independently and autonomously from all others.  


It is generally accepted that Baptists emerged during the Protestant Reformation, following the teachings of Huldrych Zwingli, a Swiss theologian, who wanted to reform the corruptions he saw in the Catholic Church.  He came into conflict with other reformers in Germany and Switzerland and the Anabaptists emerged from that conflict. The Anabaptists preached against infant baptism and believed in the authority of scripture (sola scriptura), faith (sola fides) and the priesthood of all believers.  In England, under the reign of Henry VII, the Anabaptists began to be persecuted as dissenters because they were not aligned either with the Roman Catholic Church or the English national Anglican Church. Thus they began to migrate to the New World. 


In  the 1850’s, in the Southern United States, Baptists came under the influential writings of James Robinson Graves, who believed that a “trail of blood” exists from the contemporary Baptist churches all the way back to John the Baptist in the First Century.  This group of 

Baptists came to be known as particular Baptists. This interpretation concludes that Baptists preceded all other Christian denominations in history.


Baptists continue to believe in the authority of the Bible, as translated under the English King, James I. It is the source of “personal religious experience.”  Baptists do not celebrate sacraments but instead observe two ordinances. The two ordinances are baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are understood as symbolic actions.  Baptism is solely for adult believers.  And usually only members of a specific Baptist Church may participate in the Lord’s Supper of that particular congregation.


The priesthood of all believers is essential to Baptist theology.  What this means, practically for Baptists, is that each believer has direct, unmediated access to God. Each believer also has unregulated access to the entirety of the Bible and is free to interpret it as he sees fit.


In terms of mission and discipleship, each Baptist believer is expected to live a holy life, 

to be actively on mission to “make disciples” as Jesus instructed in Matthew 28 and to be responsible for the well-being of others, to “build up the body of Christ, “as St Paul urged in First Thessalonians. 


Members of the Commission acknowledged, with deep gratitude, the life-long contribution to the ecumenical movement by the late Fr. Joe O’Donnell, a Glenmary priest, who served as the Diocese of Owensboro Ecumenical Officer during his many years of ministry in western Kentucky

