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October will be a special month in the diocese in regards to ecumenism.  Two special events will be taking place from grassroots ecumenism.  On October 14-15, the Kentucky Council of Churches will be holding its Annual Assembly in Bowling Green.  Then on October 16, Brescia University will be hosting “Christian Conversations:  Bridges to Visible Unity”.  Both of these events will be exciting in our efforts to promote greater visible unity in the body of Christ. 


Eight local pastor-theologians will converse about their faith traditions in an historic face-to-face on October 16. Brescia University is the site of this ecumenical conversation. We are pleased to have this level of grassroots cooperation among a diversity of the Christian communities in Owensboro and Daviess County. The eight pastor-theologians include four from Catholic parishes and four from Protestant congregations.  Each pastor was eager to participate in this conversation—especially when learning that the goal is a greater visible unity of all Christians at the grassroots level. The ecumenical movement is shifting from the international and national arenas to the grassroots. This is something we realized in Owensboro, as long as ten years ago with this historic jubilee celebration at the sports center in 2000.  These conversations are the next step in helping Christian neighbors and co-workers to know more about one another and to share in a more common expressions of our mutual faith in Jesus Christ.


Each pastor-theologian will address that community’s faith and expression of baptism, Eucharist and ministry.  These are the basic elements of every Christian body, so these experts will succinctly and authoritatively set forth their beliefs and experiences.  Additionally each pastor-theologian “Conversationalist” will give a brief history of the church’s history.  They come from a broad field of diversity in the Christian family in Owensboro. Representing Owensboro Christian Church is the Rev Dr. Rick Grover. The Rev. Dr. James Byrd, pastor of Third Baptist Church, will speak from that tradition. The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Eric Carroll, pastor of First Presbyterian Church, will speak from his tradition and the Rev. Dr. Timo Karvonen, pastor of Wesleyan Heights United Methodist Church, will present from the Methodist perspective.


Each Protestant pastor-theologian will speak for 45 minutes to be followed by a Catholic response of about 15 minutes. Following the two conversations, questions from those assembled will be part of the conversation. The event is being sponsored by the diocesan office of

Ecumenism and is being co-sponsored by Brescia University, Kentucky Wesleyan College and the Kentucky Council of Churches-the first such event in history, itself a sign of the greater visible unity of the Christian family.  We have four major Christian institutions working

together, in Owensboro, for a greater visible witness. We need to be talking and listening to one another; this is a structured way to have informed conversations face-to-face and first-hand. The 

event, to be held in Brescia’s Campus Center Study Pavilion (second floor), begins at 8:00 AM

and ends at 3:30PM.  A box lunch will be available for $5 encouraging participants to converse informally around lunch tables about how all of us can make Christ more visible.  We have room for only 100 people so people need to register as soon as possible. People can register by calling Debi at (270) 771-4438 or by emailing me at ftonyb@yahoo.com. For more information, call me at (270) 756-2356.  

